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Sixty four scheduled matches (of which 
48 in the first round), 32 nations, 704 
players.
The World Cup is played in 5 rounds: 
first round (preliminaries), round of 
sixteen,  quarter finals, semifinals, finals 
for the 1st and 3rd place.
In the preliminary round, the 32 teams 
taking part in the final competition shall 
be divided into 8 groups A, B, C, D, E, F, 
G, H of 4 teams each.
Scoring: 3 points for a win, 1 for a draw, 
0 for a defeat. The first two teams of 
each group qualify for the second 
round. The qualification for the round 
of sixteen is determined by the 
following factors: 1) scoring 2) goal 
difference 3) number of goals scored 
4) greater number of points obtained 
in the group matches between the 
teams concerned 5) drawing lots.
Second round: (round of sixteen). From 
this moment onwards, the matches are 
played according to the knock-out 
system. Each team coming first in each 
group shall play against a team coming 
second in a different group. If after 90 
minutes a match ends in a draw, extra 
time of twice 15 minutes shall be 
played. If no goal is scored during these 
periods of extra time, penalty kicks shall 
be taken.
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